This document is drawn up to help explain the various grades of rooibos tea that we offer. There seems to be much confusion in the market about various grades that is available and there seem to have been a grade migration over the last 2 years in the market in some of the grades adding to this confusion.
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Figure 1: Rooibos 85% grade

This is the clean yield grading of a typical short cut tea, leave length about 2 to 2.5mm, with average wood content.

Dust
This is rooibos tea that passes through a 40 mesh sieve. This material cannot be supplied in a sterilized format and is sold for industrial uses only- Extraction etc.

Course
This material is bigger than a 10 mesh sieve. This material is processed again. Recut, milled and sifted again until it passes through a 10 mesh sieve. This is used in some other grades for blending.

Super
This material is good quality tea with the fine fraction removed. This slightly increases the % of wood content in the tea. (The fine fraction has almost no wood content).

Super fine
this is the fraction that passes through a 20 mesh sieve and is used mostly for high speed machines, string and tag. We differentiate between High Density below 335 ml/ 100g and Low Density above 335ml / 100g
Other grades:

Superior
This is a combination of Super and Superfine

This makes the tea softer in taste and also improves the colour of the extraction. It also releases more active substances in the cup. This is the traditional super grade. (The purist grade in long cut format)
Choice:
This is a combination of Super and reprocessed Course material. The wood quantity that is blended in is between 5 to 25%, according to customers’ specifications. The additional wood increases the hardness of the tea and adds small quantities of tannin; Not ideal! This does however have an interesting side effect in that this grade flavours better with liquid flavours, since the wood absorbs it very well.

Standard:
This is a rough blend of Super grade and reprocessed course material. For the low end markets, often used for feeding schemes and government tenders!

Rooibos Grades Table:
	Grade
	Sterilized
	Character
	Applications: 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Loose tea
	Flavor & Blending
	Swimming teabags
	Double chamber String and Tag
	Extraction

	Dust
	
	Dark extraction, typical
	
	
	
	
	*

	Standard
	*
	Typical but hard
	*
	
	*
	
	*

	Choice
	*
	Harder taste, tannins
	*
	*
	*
	
	*

	Super
	*
	Typical standard
	*
	*
	*
	
	

	Superior
	*
	Full Bodied, typical
	*
	*
	*
	
	

	Recycled
	*
	Hard tannin taste
	*
	*
	*
	
	*

	Super LC
	*
	Full bodied, Typical
	*
	*
	
	
	

	Superfine

Low Density
	*
	Smooth and sweet
	
	*
	*
	*
	

	Superfine

High Density
	*
	Smooth and sweet
	
	*
	*
	*
	


These applications are recommendations, specific requirements and applications might vary.
